Creating a Better World - one Good Turn at a time!
Send your Good Turns to smackie@scouts.ca
Four thousand, seven hundred and fifty pounds of food!
It just keeps growing and growing! Last November, we collected about 4750 lbs of food donations for the local Mississauga Food Bank — even more food than the 1200, 2400, and 4000 pounds collected the previous three years. We did this with lower enrolment in our group too, so we were really pleased with the result.
Our Venturer company took on a significant organizational role in the drive and it proved to be quite a useful learning experience for them. They mapped and assigned routes for flyer delivery for the youth and did the same for the collection of the food. The rest of our sections (Beavers, Cubs, and Scouts) were also involved in preparing for the drive; folding bags and stuffing flyers into them and bundling them up for delivery.
Just shows what can happen when a community pitches in to help one another.
- David Chant, 52nd Mississauga B Pack, Mississauga, ON. 
 
Good Turns for Our Soldiers
For the month of November, the 26th Cambridge Beaver Colony and Cub Pack, had a month of "Remembering our Soldiers".  We had our own Remembrance Day ceremony, as Novemeber 11 had fallen on our meeting night, and both the Beavers and Cubs had made their own wreaths to lay at the cenotaph.  With Christmas around the corner, the Beavers and Cubs had wanted to do more for the soldiers who are currently serving in Kandahar. Putting our thinking caps, the leaders had investigated the community for current programs that were dedicated to our soldiers. 
 
During our following meetings, the Beavers and Cubs had made Christmas cards for the soldiers with special messages inside.  The Beavers and Cubs had also started a collection for the "Buy a Coffee for a Soldier" program.  All of the kids had donated their dues and some their allowances for the soldiers.  In the end, they were able to collect $40 for the program.
 
The leaders had packaged up all of the Christmas cards, and Tim Horton's gift certificates, and forward them to Kandahar.  At this time we are anxiously awaiting for  letters from our soldiers.
 
The Beavers and Cubs had learned from this experience that it takes a brave person to go and fight a war.  They also learned that the soldier's families are sad because they won't be home for Christmas.  
 
Rhonda Stewart
26th Cambridge Beavers
 
Food bank and Christmas Store Good Turns   
In past years, the Scouts of the East Burlington Scout Troops and the 1st Carlisle Scouts held a "Secret Santa" gift exchange during our Christmas Party.  Youth would bring a gift, $10 max and we would draw names and exchange them with other members of the Troop.  While I'm sure everyone enjoyed this exchange the suggestion was made last year that we use our collective Troop resources to do something a bit more meaningful during the holiday season.

Last year we began a donation collection program for Wesley Urban Ministries' No Charge Christmas Store, an outreach program in Hamilton, Ontario.  Last year at Wesley Urban Ministries' No Charge Christmas Store, 1205 people shopped for themselves and their families.  In total, 3167 individuals were assisted through their program.  


Once again this year, individuals and Patrols donated towards this worthy cause at our annual Christmas Party night.  Scouts were asked to look at making donations towards your own age group - one of the most difficult to provide for during the holidays (everyone knows to get toys for the kids, but what about the teens and tweens?).


In addition, at the Party, we once again ran a "Fill Scouter Blake's Backpack" program in support of local food banks.  Scouter Blake Norton asked each Scout to bring non-perishable food items, for the food bank (canned goods, pasta/rice, peanut  butter, diapers, cereal, etc).  Scouter Blake was able to fill his backpack PLUS half of another!

 

Yours In Scouting,

 - Bill Kowalchyk, Group Commissioner, 15th Burlington
Goodie basket Good Turns!
The 12th Stratford group filled and delivered Christmas goodie baskets to some of our church shut-ins.   These are always a hit with the seniors of our church and they enjoy seeing the Beavers and Cubs at their doors.      
- Eva May – group committee registrar       
Wonderful card Good Turn!
This year, the Third Widdifield Cub Group learned about giving to people who can be very lonely.  The kids made cards for patients at a local mental health hospital.  A list of patients who do not typically receive gifts or cards at Christmas was provided to the Cubs – first names only of course!  Our 16 kids made up a whopping 67 cards.  A few weekends later, during a Christmas carolling event at that hospital, the cards were presented to a staff person who would ensure the patients received their cards at Christmas.
- Angèle St-Jules, Third Widdifield Cub Group, North Bay, Ontario

An unexpected Good Turn
My son Devin, 1st Port Elgin troop, biked to one our neighbours (a very recent widower).  The 82 year old was not interested in purchasing the popcorn, but instead made a donation. Once Devin returned home, he couldn't get over what a nice gesture Mr. Fletcher did for Scouting.  In turn, Devin decided to invite the gentleman to a Sunday dinner.  Devin cooked baked potatoes, fresh green beans, caesar salad, garlic bread, relish tray, and bbq steak. 
It was wonderful; for the first time in 35 years the man has been in our home (we usually drop by at his place or phone).  All evening listening to him talk and putting that "Grandpa" touch to everything he said and did.  Oh by the way...he kicked Devin's butt playing checkers. I just needed to let you know that this will be a very dear memory in our home. 

- Cindy Davey
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Cookie Good Turn!
Each year all the sections in our group get together on one night to bake cookies for our sponsor to include in their Christmas Hamper program. We have been doing this for more that 20 years.  Members and parents and sometimes siblings all help.  They bring pre mixed cookie dough and their baking trays, rolling pins, sprinkles and whatever else they need.  We supply the kitchen and the parchment paper to put on the cookie trays.  Parchment paper helps us get the cookies off quickly and cooled, and then the tray can be reused quickly for another batch. The organization is fairly informal.  I supervise the packing of the cookies in tins to make sure that there are lots of different types in each tin, they are packed well, and they are all "edible".  We always end up with rejects, which the youth enjoy eating!
It is absolute bedlam, but everyone has a great time.
I have found this an effective way of putting the giving into the Christmas celebration.
YIS
- Hazel Elmslie, Group Commissioner, 12th London  Scouts
St. John the Evangelist Anglican Church
London, Ontario.
